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Why these texts are called “root-Siitras” 1s not quite clear
Generally the word miila 1s used m the sense of “fundamental
text” i contradistinction to the commentary Now as there
ere old and mmportant commentaries 1 existence precisely in

the case of these texts, they were probably termed ‘*Miila-
tents”
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In the Buddhust work Mahavyutpatt; 245, 1265 milagrantha
secms o mean ‘oniginal text’, ;e the words of Buddha
himself Consequently there can be 10 doubt whatsoever that
the Jams tog may have used mila m the sense of ‘original
text’, and perhaps not s much n opposition to the later

abridgments and commentaries as merely to denote the actual
words of Mahavirg himself
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word Mila appearing 1n the expression Miilasiitra has
got the same sense Thus the term Milasitra woald mean
“the origmal text’”, 1e, ‘“the text contaming the or1gma1
words of Mahavira ( as received directly from his mouth )”

And as a matter of fact we find, that the style of Miilasiitras

Nos 1 and 3 ( goRreggs and aqra'amfam ) as sufficiently ancient
to justify the claim made in thewr favour by their original

title, that they represent and preserve the original words of
Mahavira
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Together with the Uttarajhaya ( commonly called Uttaragjjha-
yana Sutta ) the Avassaganyjuti and the Pindanyjutti 1t forms
a small group of terts called Milasutta This designation
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Jain monks andinuns mn the begmning ( §& ) of their career
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